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Maybe It was the sense of 
intimacy that did something 
special for the Presidential 
mood at the White House 
press conference yesterday. 

Here was LBJ holding 
a pre^announced gathering 
after the manner of his 
hero, FDR, In the same oval 
office. True, he stood most 
of the time whereas Presi- 
dent Roosevelt sat because 
of his polio. True, the room 
was wired with microphone 
and speaker, but that just 
made him easier to bear as 
he paced behind his desk, 
holding the mike after the 
fashion of a night club 
artist. 

And when it was over, too, 
LBJ chatted with the hang- 
ers-on just as FDR used to 
do. Mr. Johnson recalled 
that he had often been pres- 
ent at the Roosevelt press 
conferences. 

Probably It was the ab- 
sence of television cameras 
■and their accompanying 
bright lights which helped 
to make such a difference. 
The President indicated he 
felt it did. 

Light at Tunnel’s End 

At any rate, it all helped 
to produce a President in a 
chipper mood. He sounded 
like a man who felt he had 
safely come through a do- 
mestic trial about his Viet- 


nam policies. And as he 
peered into the future, in 
response to questions, he 
sounded like a man who 
could begin to see some day- 
light at the end of the long 
tunnel of war. 

He used 13 of the 38 min- 
utes to rattle off a batch of 
appointments before h e 
stood up for questions. When 
the questions came, he once 
again showed that ability to 
turn aside the requests for 
hard Information when he 
does not want to give it. 

Mr. Johnson talked about 
the “good signs” In Congress 
that most members are with 
him and of the “unity” he 
said he felt would flow from 
the hearings and the 
speeches, Including his own 
efforts at "opinion mould- 
ing.” 

As to the military situ- 
ation, Mr. Johnson said he 
didn’t want to quote Winston 
Churchill’s somber predic- 
tion of “blood, toll, tears and 
sweat” (he forgot the “toll”) 
but he nonetheless did to 
make his point that no easy 
end is visible. 

Still, he balanced this with 
pleasure at Gen. Westm ore- 
land’s hopes for the war and 
'his own hopes to “defeat 
social misery” in South Viet- 
nam. In short, he sounded 
for the first time as though 
he felt he finally had his 


ducks lined up the way he 
wanted — if only it will work 
out the way it should. 

Shows Determination 

Mr. Johnson asserted Pres- 
idential authority In war. 
Just as Mr. Roosevelt used 
to do. Gently, but firmly, he 
allowed as how he felt he 
would still have the power 
to “carry out our commit- 
ments” even if Congress re- 
pealed the controversial 
Tonkin Gulf resolution of 
last year. Of course, he 
knows the Congress will do 
no such thing. 

And like FDR, again, LBJ 
managed to get in a dig or 
two at the press. He didn’t 
pin a verbal iron cross on an 
unfriendly columnist, a s 
Roosevelt once did. But he 
did crack that neither The 
Washington Post nor the 
New York Herald-Tribune 
"will have much to do with 
replacing” Dean Rusk as 
Secretary of State. 

Mir. Johnson conveniently 
overlooked the fact that 
neither paper had advocated 
any such move editorially. 
Columnist Marquis Childs, 
in The Washington Post, and 
a news story In the Trib, 
had reported the often-heard 
thought that if and when 
Rusk decides to quit, Am- 
bassador Arthur Goldberg 
would be the obvious choice 
for successor. 



